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wherever he saw them and plucking the roots of
untouchability which had grafted themselves in
the soil. It was touching to see the old man back
on the land.
The response to the Mahatma's appeal on behalf
of the Harijans was to be the true test of the nation.
He had devoted his whole life to the cause of the
Indian people. He had voiced their grievances,
and had often gone on hunger-strike in order to be
heard. He had taught them how to win their
fight without bloodshed. He had trained a whole
nation in the ways of non-violence, a creed which
he so thoroughly perfected that authority in India
found itself helpless to offer any resistance. For
what can a Government do when a whole nation
is fighting against it with passive resistance ? The
revolutions of France and Russia had been of a
different kind. They had paid heavily for their
freedom, but the victory of the Indian people was
with the very minimum loss of life.
All this he had done for India, and now in return
he asked of that country to show its gratitude by
giving freedom to the slaves of caste and by abolish-
ing the inhuman caste distinctions which had
denied a great many of their birthright. He asked
that the temple gates be opened, so that at least in
the house of God all men could be equal. In his
Ashram he tended to their needs, so that his
followers could emulate his example. Gandhi'